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IN THE CLAIMS . . 

- " Claim 1 (currttitly amended). A nail-driving tool comprising: 

a cylinder comprising a chamber defined by an inner peripheral wall and an end wall, the 
end wall including a through-hole, the inner peripheral waU including plural ports communicated 
with outside; 

a piston reciprocatingly received in the chamber of the cylinder, 

a driving element securely attached to the piston to move therewith, the driving element 
extending through the throu^-hole of the end wall; 

a bumper received in the chamber and located between the piston and the end wall, the 
driving element extending through the bumper, with the bumper including a first bumper section 
having an outer periphery; and 

an annular gap extending completely around the inner peripheral wall of the cylinder and 
^ between the inner peripheral wall of the cylinder and the outer periphery of the first bumper 
section of the bumper, with the annular gap having an axial extent along the driving element, 
with the outer periphery of the first bumper section not being in contact with the inner peripheral 
wall of the cylinder and located around the driving element, with the plural ports located within 
the axial extent of the annular gap, with the annular gap being in communication with the plural 
ports, 

the annular gap allowing exit of the air in the chamber via the plmal ports of the cylinder 
and allowing entrance of ambient air into the chamber of the cylinder via the plural ports of the 
cylinder located within the axial extent of the annular ga p, with the bumper fiirth«^r 
comprising a second bumper section made of a material haviny a rigidity difTerent from 
ftat of the first bumper section, with the drivi n g element extending throiiPh thP flr^^ 
bumper section and the second bumper section, with th« second bumper section including 
an enlarged end section that abuts against the end wall, wit h the enlar«>ert ^nd section of the 
second bumper section having a cross se c tional size Deroendicalar tn the driving elemenf 
having a radial ext ent larger than that of the annular g ap 

Claim 2 (currently amended). The nail-driving tool as claimed in claim Ir^^hcrein the 
bumper includes nn cnlorecd end soctlon that abuts agoinst the cud vml i^ with the enlarged 
end section being of a larger cross sectional size than the outer periphery of the first bumper 
section of the bumper not in contact with the inner peripheral wall of the cylinder, with the nail- 
driving tool flirther comprising an annular connecting wall being defined between the end wall 
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and the inner peripheral wall, the enlarged end section of the bumper being securely received in a 
space defined by the annular connecting wall. 

Claim 3 (previously amended). The nail-driving tool as claimed in claim 2, wherein the 
annular connecting wall has a cross-sectional size larger than that of the inner peripheral wall of 
the cylinder, thereby defining the annular gap between the inner peripheral wall of the cylinder 
and the outer periphery of the first bumper section of the bumper not in contact with the inner 
peripheral wall of the cylinder. 

Claim 4 (originally filed). The nail-driving tool as claimed in claim 1, further comprising 
means for driving the piston, said piston-driving means being one of pressurized air and 
inflammable gas. 

aaim 5 (previously amended). The nail-driving tool as claimed in claim 1 , further 
comprising: 

a head, with the cylinder mounted in the head, wherein the head comprises plural ports in 
an end thereof to allow communication between the chamber of the cylinder and outside. 
Claim 6 (cancelled). 

Claim 7 (currently amended). The nail-driving tool as claimed in claim 3, with-tfee 
bumper further comprii i ing a second bumper icttim , wherein the first bumper section is 
more rigid than the second bumper sectio n thn "i^onnA hu«,j,n,' , n^^^p h r lndine the enlar ge d 
on d TOrtion that abut^ aaamst the tnd wnll fhn n>.tn.-^n ^ .^a ^^. p^inn n f f hr - cco nd bumpa i 
soction having o cross scotionol size lorgcr than that of the annular gap . 

Claim 8 (cancelled). 

Claim 9 (previously amended). The nall-driving tool as claimed in claim 3, further 
comprising means for driving the piston, said pistonniriving means being one of pressurized air 
and inflammable gas. 

Claim 10 (previously amended). The nail-driving tool as claimed in claim 3, fiirther 
comprising: 

a head, with the cylinder mounted in the head, wherein the head comprises plural ports in 
an end thereof to allow communication between the chamber of the cylinder and outside. 

Claim 1 1 (previously amended). The nail-driving tool as claimed in claim 7, wherein the 
annular gap is defined between the second bumper section and the inner peripheral wall of the 
cylinder. 

Claim 12 (cancelled). 
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Claim 13 (originally filed). The nail-driving tool as claimed in claim 11, further 
comprising means for driving the piston, said piston-driving means being on© of pressurized air 
and inflammable gas. 

Claim 14 (previously amended). The nail-driving tool as claimed in claim 1 1 , further 
comprising: 

a head, with the cylinder mounted in the head, wherein the head comprises plural ports in 
an end thereof to allow communication between the chamber of the cylinder and outside. 

Claim 15 (currently amended), The nail-driving tool as claimed in claim 1, further 
comprising: 

a head, with the cylinder mounted in the head , with the bumper further comprising a 
s e cond bompcr scctfon made of a rootcrial hoving a rigidity different from that of the first 
bumper soctioH . 

Claim 16 (currently amended). The nail-driving tool as claimed m claim 1, with-(b« 
bumper further comp ris ing a s econd bumper s ection made of g material having a rigidity 
d ifferent from that of the first bumper scctioii» with the driving clement CKtcnding through 
tho fir s t bumper s oction mid the second bumper section, with the second bumper section 
including a first portion of a cross sectional size perpendicular to the driving element, with the 
second bumper section including ([anJJ the enlarged end section extending from the first portion 
and of a cross sectional size perpendicular to the driving element larger than the cross sectional 
size of die first portion, with a cross sectional shape of the second bumper section parallel to the 
driving element being in the form of a T. 


PAGE 416 « RCVD AT 21512004 8:00:59 AM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPTO{FXRF-1IO « DNIS:872930$ ' CSID:$123407900 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-10 


